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C, to contribute a source-document to the LASGS files. 


Single copies for LASGS members, 50¢; non-members, $1,00 
Address Lloyd Morain, LASGS secretary, 1041 So. Grammercy Dr., Los Angeles 


Further, 


1) The preparing of this mse bespeaks the memory of Cora L. Williams. 
Miss Williams brought Count Korzybski to the Pacific Coast for 
his first seminars there in Science and Sanity during the summer 
of 1935. She founded and headed the Williams Institute and 
Junior College, 1917-37, Berkeley, California. 


2) The Los Angeles Society for General Semantics acknowledges at 
this time the specific support of some sixty persons, members of 
AK's L. A. dune 1939 seminar who, as students, made the series 
possible, 


3) It thanks also the members of its advisory council for this 
event: 

Nenchester Boddy, Publisher of the Los Angeles Daily News 
and Evening News, 

Raymond Haight, Police Commissioner for the City of 
Los angeles, 

Lowell Ce Frost, M. D., Chairman of the Science Dept., 
Beverly Hills High School. 


4) It values the assistance of its five active sponsors: 


Miss Mary Boynton, Head Librarian, Beverly Hills, 

Mrs. George A» Eastman, Wilshire Ebell Club, 

Richard Kilpatrick for the Marian Hunter Bookshop, 

Donald McLean, Consulting Psychologist, Institute of 
Family Relations, Los Angeles, 

Conrad F+ Wedberg, Field Representative for So. Calif., 
Bureau of Speech Correction, Calif, State Dept. of 
Education. 


5) It records too the help of Suzanne Miller, 
Yvonne R- Solomons, 
ond Bartiott White,  * 
in regard to the cxhibits ef the ovailable materials of 
THE INSTITUTE OF GENERAL Sih.aNTICS, CHICAGO, ILL., and other 
literature in the field. 


Vocha Fiske, Director 
Los Angeles Society for 
General Semantics, 7/39 


FIVE 


LECTURES ON 


GENERAL __ SEMANTICS 


Jase 


COUNT ALFRED __ KORZYBSKI, 


GIVEN IN LOS ANGELES 
ON JUNE ee en 1 oa29, 

FOR THE LOS ANGELES 

SOCIETY FOR GENERAL SEMANTICS 
Contents 
Gy GUMGEREES = Lstileerure <Weseee pete... sec. vknscnsneeeeniaws Pe 1 
And ecm = (se MOAT cess sceptics aciese ante tortie DOR 
$rd lecture - 6/4 BPE . Do due 
G. S. AND PSYCHOTHERAPY Se ers 2) eee eee Deets 
G. S. AND EDUCATION SRM oecss said toot eele) ea ae oss p. 17 
a Ne ec archschurgs send pe MR ly ener cert ere ne 
INDY las eee eee ee RT PARE err <<) NNN ey RR SIE pe 20 
e e Ti & a e a « 

Transcribed by 


NT 


Working Formula For General Semantics: 


DON'T 


KNOW, 


LET'S 


SEEI" ~ 


AK 


Vocha Fiske 


lst lecture, 6/2 GENERAL SEMANTICS 
I. 


(Approach:) What is it all about? You may have difficulty at first 

in understanding G S. for 1) what I say is baby-stuff, too simple; 

2) we have much knowledge that wo do not apply. In G- S, we have 
combined the knowledge that is current and abstracted method. “The ele= 
mentary results of science are well known. Sut what is the method 
behind the results? How do we get what we know? This is one of the 
most important questions for education. 


(Discussion: ) The word semantics is from the Greek = to signify, to 
MEOINe Interploy of words with words is how we build meaning in the 
old way (intensional). Can this be donc? No, we have to start with 
words that are undefined. Before we can have a theory of meaning, we 
have to investigate tenis that underlie all meaning. If you want to 
try a vicious cxveriment, take some simple word or phrase that a friend 
has used and ask him what he means. Then you will soon find out the 
meaning of what I've just said. This is very well kmown in mathomatics. 
I refer you to wnat Keyser said in his Mathematicel Philosophy about 
logical miracles and asses! 


Our work is strictly experimental. G. S. does not work as a theory of 
meaning but works as a general theory of valuese How do we act? By 
organismal evaluations. You are to understand that the term evaluation 
is a structural term, i. e. you cannot split emotion and intellect. 
Sanity can be called proper evaluation; unsanity (insanity is a legal 
term only) misevaluation. You ask what do you mcan by proper cvaluation? 
I answer: scientific. Evaluation has to be tested cmpirically,. ge 
your predictions work out, you have proper evaluations 4 good example 
here can be found in Eddington. In text-books you get horizontal pre- 
dictions; vertical ones work in living. Evaluation applies to all sci-~ 
eneces and to your own affairs, Its standards are predictability and 
experimentatione 


Predictability involves factors of sanitye It saves the shock of sur 
prise. Nothing is more difficult than to discover the obvious. By 
example, soldicrs in the world war who expected horrors, did not break 
down; soldicrs who did not expect horrors, did. We are revising daily 
all we know, Predictability exists in mathomatics. We learn wisdom 

in G S, from mathcmatics but we do not use mathematics. in application 
we cloar up the old linguistic messes. Many problems arc no problems 

at all, just verbal fictionse 


Our religious training, so education, cannot exist without Aristotle. 

You know why, why, why? Do you really get any answers? A limited 

why is alright = this is what we have in scicnce. The unlimited why 
splits use We sce its results plainly in dementia praecox. (story 

here of taking 4 hours to explain to a student (patient); "You think 

with your toe as with your brain . .. look at your toe and fecl betters") 


Ge S. deals with living reactions. (Then followed various examples of 
evaluation, including a story avout Napoleon end Jesus Christ, one to 
illustrate that if you feel insfultcd, you are infantile, and also 

some comments on Hitler.) You imow "licin Kampf"? Several answers 
have been written to it. Lowis Mumford reecently wrote one. He calls 
it Men Must Act. He tries to defend democracy. Remomber I am not 
talking politics; I am talking about a general type of human reactions 


st cere: 
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Mumford sees democracy as a way of life. To have this kind of a demo- 
cracy, pre=supposes intelligences. The problem is shall we be intelli- 
gont? Can we be intelligent? Are we trained in intelligence? be 
so, then we can have democracye I assume intelligence; natural way of 
mankind; democracy, ‘Without intelligence, democracy is worse than any-= 
thing elses Do we have educational methods that develop intelligence? 
The old ways kill intelligence; they're fact=cramning. 


Regaiding Hitler, the facts he presents are true; his connections = 
relations = of them, false. He has a persecution complex. fhe world 
cannot be saved by politicians, How do you react when I ask you if 
we should have an examination of any political loader? Can you take it? 
(Exomple of conduct of man who when dead was found to have brain tumors « 
also humorous story of Oriental ruler who saluted Queen Victoria by 
thumbing his hand=to=nose?!) 


Some standard of evaluation cannot be avoided. We are born into a set 
of values, This is why we speak in terms of neuro=scmantics and neuro-~ 
linguistics. Our human levels can never avoid a neuro~linguistic or 
verbal environment. It plays havoc with us. Let me read you a few 
examples: (reading here from an article by Prof. Snidecor of Idaho, 
titled Emotional Connotations of Personality, Western Speech, May 1939, 
a concise summarios of life tragedics made and cxposed through 
words). . 


What is peculiar about the way we use the term evaluation? It is non- 
elementalistic; it is a structural term. Theat means you cannot split 
its meaning; it keeps you integrated; you can't go off into verbal spec- 
ulation with it. Benefit of science depends upon predictability; pre- 
dictability depends upon structural assumptions on the bottom of any 
theorye When you have proper terminology, you have a hard=going sci-+ 
ence. How about the power of terminology? Terminology has structural 
assumptions that carry the day. 


You should understand what I mean by structural assumptions. I recommend 
you read Rainich on this. In the old days, we had matter and mass; in 
spacc-=time we have no mass; wo have space~time curvature. We hear much 
of Aristotle, Euclid and Newton; and also of Non-Euclidean gcomctrics 

now and Non-Newtonian physicse In Euclid we had lines that never mct = 
parallels. Euclid built on ideal structure; cquisdistant. ide ona 
strectecar todays Do you bump? How about Euclid? We build curves 
from little bits of straight lincs. Non«Euclidean geometry gets us a 
light roy; straight line is also crooked now? 


Newton separated space end time and matter - fiction! Einstein intc= 
grated space and time and curvature of space~time. It cannot be dis- 
meomberod. Aristotle classified the body, mind, emotions, ctc. He 
was clementalistic; hc split. G+ S»* terminology docs not split. 
Evaluation, reactions, ncuro=semantic ~ these terms don't split. in 
nature wo cannot split. Why split in language? If so, wo Zo astray. 


People may say from a prnetical point of view: "Why I never knew anything 
about Aristotle!" Is thet so? Whether a believer in religion or not, 
you have had aristotelian training; you could not escape it, (It per~ 
meates oll our linguistic behavior.) 


When clectricity comes in, there is no more Newton and Euclid. You can 
build a car by Newton and Euclid but you cannot run it. It takes nonelN 
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and non~B to do that. By Aristotle you can build a world like Burope 
but you cannot be sane, Sanity is more than “rough stuff", No one 
is as insane as a text-book! 


As living beings, we have impasses; minor maladjustments enter into 
everyone's life; we have to have standards of sanity and insanity to be 
useful. The world has changed completely. This affects everyone. 

We live actually in an entirely different world than our fancy dictates. 
The older orientations live in Aristotle, Newton and Euclid, one reason 
why world is going to pieces. You and I live now in the connecting 
period. We are building up a new civilization, not with miracles but 
with scientific method. Personal opinion has to be backed by opinion 
of race: science. 


we have to know about limits; now a straight line is the limit of a 
curves Read ilittigstein on this. Someone has said that a straight 
line is whatever you think it, but a point is a place for argumenté 
Progressive Education (Assn.?) began some 3 years ago a Non= experiment; 
little has been published as yet for work is not finished. 


(Advice to class - "Make notess What I say scems simple. I give it a 
jocular presentetion but it is a hezvy foundation - make notes.") 


Yet there is a connection between A, N and EB; also a relation between 
non~A, non=N, and non=E, The new is broader than old. When you get 

the new, the old is only a limitation - a specific case. Have to 
broaden our whole world outlook. (story here of Mrs, Tomcat who declared 
there was very little difference between men and women, and the Irishman 
vho thanked God for that little difference.) In science, a little dif- 
ference can raise hell, It is very hard to get hold of the new as it is 
diffcrent from the old, but wien you do get hold of the new (orientation) 
you will find it easier = more workable - than old. 


we now pass to the problem of the mechanism of learning. (Ex. given here 
of squash root and its learning capacity - then ex. of ee) The 
amocba is a drop of life, no organs, no brain, undifferentiated. Yet 
the amoeba shows that life on every level has some degree of neural-mus- 
cular behavior, (cf. S&S, Ch. XXII, *p.345f.*) Child in his work on 
physiological gradients, a theory that is physico-chemical, snows how 
the rate of metabolism may become structural in the organism, Then the 
amoeba gets a head-end, a brain. 


fhe nervous system is a result of the impact of cnvironment, The nervous 
system and brain have the fastest rate of metabolism. 1 call the brain 
our cosmic corn; we have developed it by impact. Our cortex is one of 
our Tatest developments; impact upon impact has given the cortex layers 
upon layers. The linguistic layers are very late ones, a process of 
evolution and the impact of environment. 


it is practically impossible to talk sense about the nervous system. It 
is a living process, an electro-colioidal transformation. etic nanyaul 

to the work of Dr. Burridgc; it guarantecs a revolution. It makes little 
difforence whether his theory is correct or not. The importance is that 
he has discovered 2 mechanisms in place of 1, the ordinary physiology with 
the colloids, To think colloidally you have to have the noneA (non- 
Aristotelian) orientation. 
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Fishes have different kind of adjustment, sufficient for their life, but 
we may have a perfect brain yet be totally maladjusted, The new brain 
we have is our cortex; the old one is the thalamus. (cf. rough diagram 
of this on p 13 of this mse) This verbal division is misleading, Every 
part of the brain is functionally connected with every other part. The 


cannot change by verbiage, 


The issue is CAN wH CHANGE THE STRUCTURE OF LANGUAGE TO INVOLVE THE 
THALAMIC REGION? All art involves thalamic factors. IN GS. We INTRC» 
DUCE THALAMIC FaCTORS INTO & NON-LINGUISTIC THALAMUS AND SO WE CAN COM- 
MUNICaTE TO THE THALAMUS. With the extensionel devices that the thalamus 
begins to understand, we usc thalamic means. (Further examples siven 
here of the experiences of pikes and minnows in learning.) Realize that 
whatever we learn thalamically stays put, The thalamus takes on all the 
impressions, excitements, reactions to stimuli, It becomes permancntly 
overstimulated, The cortex has the important role in normal life to 
protect the thelamus, otherwise we get néurotic or psychotic, “Here comes 
in linguistic structure; dogmas, crecds, ctce based on lenguage. In 
most cases instead of protecting the thalamus, our heads add to the ex- 
citation. We train children in split language; we train them in split 
personolitics. Split personality comes about that way. (exe of the 
thief who asserted he did not steal.) Tho old problem is such that our 
thalamus and our cortex do not coordinate. in Gee Se uGaiming we have 
and we do coordinate theme 


I discuss in my book the experiments made with lower animals, ise. star~ 
fish and worms. (cf. S&S, pe 347 and 123ff.) (Stories here also of 

the professor who shouted "Don't quote me to me$", and of the one who said 
that any fool could ask questions that a wise man could not answer and a 
student who then esked him "Is that why you flunked me?") If you cut off 
the head of a worm, the lesson is forgotten; it takes a worm 3 times as 
long to loarn without a head, The organism learns as-a-whole, The amoeba 


is happy in a life that is slow. But we are in an impasse for we live 
now in a world where the scientists use their cortex. I1 repeat the crucial 
problem is the coordination of the linguistic cortex with the thalamus, 


What do we know about the cortex? Very little, we do know that = 
functionally 1) it operates as vital generating energy = dynomogenic 
activation; 2) it has differential activation; 3) delayed reactions From 
a colloidal point of view, there is no fundamental difference between the 
amoeba, muscle, end tho brains Life is to be traincd whether roots, 
muscles or the nervous system, le truth is often shocking$ Balence 
is to be trained between action and reaction. This applies to the noer- 
vous system. There is no such thing as norvous inhibition = the nervous 
system has no static parts. Wwe have actually physico-chemical packayes 
in Us. The action of the nervous system is to regulate and controi these. 
(ex, given of the patient who had 8 different personalities showing dis- 
cordination; ex. also of chemical momory through the story of the Jew who 
said "I was day dreaming"; havo here theory of’ re-incarnotion,) Our 
latest problems are cortical - wc harm them by false knowledge. 


(Culmination:) Ignorance can be 0. K. but false knowledge makes us un- 
happye You know in human life how we always think that we know “all 
about ourselves"? Here comes the tragedye With false knowledge, the 
cortex does not protect the thalamus but adds to its troubles. 
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Summary of foregoing continuity to emphasize points: (per comps) 


(iy, G- S, acts as oa method, cf.pp. 1; 


1st es G. S, works as a general theory of values, cf. ppe 3; 

3. G. S. evaluates, involves predictability and experimentation, 
sow ( deals with living reactions; ppe 3-4-5-6=7; 

(4, Evaluation is a technical term, important as terminology has 
quencé structural assumptions, does not split in language what can 

not be split in nature, pp. 8-9; 

Se We live now in a noneN, non-B, scientific world; this takes 


now orientations, 1. Ge non-aristotelian. 


6. ‘The nervous system results from environmental impact, pp. 23 
2nd (7. It's a living process, an eloctro-colloidul transformation, ppd; 
8. Cortex is new brain, thalamus old one; we live mostly on thala-~ 
mic levels; thesc have no linguistic representation, ppe 43 


Issue: CAN EB CHANGE THE STRUCTURE OF LANGUAGE TO INVOLVs THE 
THALAMIC REGION or use cortex to protect thalamus? ppe 4; 


(9, The orgonism learns as-aewhole, pp. 4; 
(10. We know little about cortex but we do kmow it has delayed 
reaction, pDe 4e 


SCQe 


"God may forgive you your sins but your nervous system won't." 
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(Approach: ) Hats aagae we were talking about differcnt aspects of the 

nervous system, Ne roview first about the cortex: 1) it has a dynamo~ 
genic effect - it omeranier energy, 2) it has diffcrential activution. 

Both these statements arc veroal fictions. There is a 3rd function of 
the cortex which is not a verbal fiction, this is is delayed reaction. 

In evolution every new layer of the brain has protected the lower one. 

i refer you to Kochler's experiments with pictures of apes, fhe reaction 
of the thalamus without delay has no relational meaning ~ no human valuc. 
fimals do not have an artificial world like we have built foi ourselves. 
Realize to what extent we respond to signal reactions, We blow up from 

words that we dislike in childhood. We havo to have symbol reactions 

for intolligent sociul affairs. What is cducation, politics, ctc,. to do? 


fhe personal problem is whether we have intelligence or not. To am talks 
ing brain not political issues. What can we do about dullness and lazi- 
ness? Is it possible to clear uy our human messes by scientific method? 
This is a question of the investigation of facts, not speculation. 


(Discussion: ) There is one thing about the nervous systcm that cennot 

be avoided. This is canalizntion ~ Bahnung tho Germans call it or 
facilitatione Canalization shows that new nervous impulses tend to 

travel the old paths or channels, There is benefit in this, also danger. 
‘This mechanism makes learning possible by oxpericnce. On the human level, 
the huwan cortex matures only about 18, Througn canalization we get an 
immature, infantile thalamic brain. Wheat is going on in the world today ~ 
infantilism, immature canalizatione vio do not have means yet to spur 
cortox because wo canelize infentile brains. 


In Ge &. wo have found means to stimulate cortex directly, bring about 
Chas maturity which physiologically is denicd us. I draw abtention now 
to what happens in science. In science when a definite error is dis 
covercd, it is dropped. Do we do this in human affairs? No, we argue, 
we argue endlessly, If you make en crror, drop it. Nothing is wrong 
if you learn a lesson, (cx. given here of how Hinstein dagoovened errors 
in the oldor Newtonian formulations so dropped them end re~formulated. ) 


G. 5S. deals with life, In stressing problom of evaluation, you must 
understond this for adjustment to life. Test evaluation by predict- 
ability. Scientific thoory acts only if it covers old facts. If you 
introduce one now fact, it changes the whole operation and things happen. 
You have to verify. Is the new quantum theory crazy? No, it is the 
best we have to date. G. S. accepts that standard for humen affairs, 


we pass now to factors of predictability. Let us take a map (cf. p.13)~ 
somothing when and whcre you reach what. For maximum predictability, 

the map isust be similar in structure to the territory for maximum results. 
Contemplate the relation between the torritory and the mape its funda- 
mento). premisos are non-A; humanity today lives under A; scicnec works 
with non-A promiscS, 


Non*A promises: 
Map is not the Territory - non-idcntity, 
2) Mop is notvalleene T ~ noneclincss, 
3) Map ia scolf reflexive. 


The old A premisos give dogematism, catecgorics, absolutisme IL OSI Wwew 
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to Bertrand Russell on illegitimete totalities. Self-reflexiveness 
gives us a problem that has been entircly disregarded. Royce of Harvard 
discovered self-refloxivencss,. This problem is one of multiordinality,. 
(cf. S&S, Ch. XXVII, *section B, pe 433~42*), Sclf-reflexiveness applies 
to every form of representation. It applies to languare = we can talk in 
language about lenguace. (Ex. given here through story of doctor who 
instructed a beginning eases "Always and never are 2 terms which alway 

say never,") The self-reflexive problom is on the bottoin of cae al 
inality. (Ex, of how the depression began - does yes always mcan yes, 
and no, no?) 


We have to adjust the structure of language to the structure of facts. 
Crucial to have a similarity of structure between M& T, Make an em- 
pirical investigation by observation of whether our language is similar 
IMuistehne LUne  LOMmaCitnr. I recommend that you read Wittigstein who starts 
his book and ends his book with the statement, "Whereof onc cannot speak, 
thereof one should be silent." Incidentally, one of the best things that 
Bertrand Russell has written is the introduction to Wittigstcin's book. 
Can you understand what the structure of language mcans? I om not talke 
ing about the structure of a sentence, Stop masturbating your salivary 
glandst 

4 
A working formula for G, S, is "I don't know, let's see." Lot's sce 
about the structure of language. Life docs not follow verbalism. Life 
has its own rules which we have to discovers The results of mathematics 
are solid; elementary arithmetic began empirically with function in it; 
this was generalized into algebra, then enclysis. The human side of 
mathematics is method, not intcrplay of formulas. hen engineers build 
a bridge do they use a language similar in structure to facts? Yes; but 
our human structures collapse because in human affairs we do not accept 
scientific method. 


Realize the terrors of language; their recurrent dramas are serious, (ex. 
given here of faces, masques, making public specches, hospitals for the 
mentally ill.) Do you know that line from Housman: 

"I, a stranger and afraid in a world 1 never made"? 
i stress ‘now that if you ¥ went to benefit from my work follow the devices. 
Tn the old Language wo cannot avoid talking non-sonsc. Very wcll, then 
warn your hearcrs that you talk no: -scnsc,. Iwern you now I an bout to 


talk non-scnsc, Let's sce about the structure of language. 


(Exe given here by holding up stick or cane and asking if we could divide 
matter, space and time in it as an object; class replicd no. AK said 
then = take away matter, you have no stick; take away space, you herve 
only a point; tako away time, you have just a flash. These are facts; 
they are the structure of nature; they are non-elementalistic. The work 
of Binstein is revolutionary for physics because the language fits the 
facts; the lenguage fits the structure, the process. In the living org- 
anism ‘Dodeeiiénd, ateedem nee ees, ete, are intcrconnectcd, But do we 
separate thom verbally? Do we split mattcr, space end time verbally? 
Life is non=cl, language is cl; we have to adjust the structure of longuage 
to bo nearer the facts. 


Inspect persons and what do you find - everyone is ean cbsolute individual; 
here is manj, here is humang, here is Smith, 2, 3, ctc. No verbalism 
hore = facts. Pietro duce now 2 tochniest terms. Look under index of 
any book on logic for intension and cxtension, Terms aro not news Aris- 
totle may heve oe thom 3 anyway he know thein but he never applicd them, 
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ee. ro nae on oe 


A definition by intension is one by properties, You know Plato's clas= 
sical definition of men as a featherless biped. It applies to everyone 
and covers no ones This kind of thing gets nowhere but to the verbal 
brink of non-sensee 


By extension, we mean the inspecting of a class of individuels made up 
of Smith), Smitho, Smiths, etce (This acts through numerical subscripts 
or indexes). (Such) extensional methods are applied only in G 8 ad 
in mathematicss No mathematician is interestcd in the definition of a 
number for he shows the behavior of numbers. The power of mathematics 
is uncannye It is based first on empirical operations, then verified. 
(Story here of revising the advice to Mary be good, to Mary be careful}) 


The power of mathematics is extensional, Generalizing somes later. 

Have facts first, then words for them. ‘jhat happens to you and me is 
that we are taught langunge before fects. Natural order starts with 
facts and then generalizes. The reverse order is mthologicel. we 
have to understend that we are trained in this pathological order. Take 
the dictionary - what does it do? Reverses bla-bla into trastra indef- 
initely. 


I shall now take the devices or techniques for extensionalization in G.5S, 
thers are 5: 

1) indoxing 4) using quotes 

2) dating 5) using hyphens 

3) using etc. permanently 
I recommend that you try reading the Bible with non»A punctuation. 1G 
will become anew book. I point out and emphasize that you can only 
speak with security provided you date what you saye Only tel at a date 


makes scnse. We necd to date what we say for with now facts we néed to 
revise what we say. We have to go by facts, not only those we lmow per- 
sonally but thosc we know indirectly by science, ctce In G 5S. we start 
with observing of individuals, generalizing for the time being, as we necde 
Our kmowledgo becomes hypothetical, not dogma. (Ex. given here of the 3 
little girls investigating the box of matches = the little “bcast", the 
verbalizer, «nd the moron, cnd the results of G Se training. Ho QULSIS) 
given of the chcir episode ~ cf, S&S, pe 124 for details - showing the 
“cussedness of the object" and the consciousness of abstracting.) 


when we do not usc cortex we copy animals. (&x,. given here of student 
who wrote, "Do I copy animals in my stomach reaction? Do I copy animals 
in my nervous system? If you say yes, it will make no scnse to mc," And 
AK's answore Diagram of this exe may be found in S&S outline by (K in 
Ge S, Congress Re~prints, srrov Sditions, 444 Madison Av., N. Y. 


Indexes and dates have to do with timinge Physically you heve gresped 
Meme Ober. You have dono this automatically for by indexing and dating 
you have delaycd your reactionse This is how direct neurological train- 
ing in G Se works, Another thing of importanco is that methomatics 
finds similarities in dafferences and diffcronces in sia larities. L 
recomend to those interested in this you read Sylvanus Thompson's little 
book on Calculus Made Easy. hen we index and date, we get a new orien- 
tations Learn to do this permanently in your heads. It makes us cau» 
tious beceuse we deal with rculitics, 


The use of indoxes leads to etc. Non-s punctuetion to avoid repetition 
Ge wihshs as 45 Etc. helps us get away from the allness. I call indexes, 
datos with etc. working deviccs.e Quotes and hyphens I call safescy dem 
wicess We have many clemcntalistic terms; they are thoroughly irrespon-= 
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sible; we heave to use them; warn your hearer then the term is irre eSTe 
sible by using quotes = 'thinking' for example, Hyphens help us estabe= 
lish relations; make non=el terms out of el oness (For the explanation 
of th. principles upon which these devices are based, students are referee 
red to the index of 5&5 for the specific sections iets iGreas, of allness 
and non=aliness, circularity of Imowledge, identification, multiordinality, 
etce, and especially to Book Ii, Ch. XXIV-VII, p. 371=451, *the proccss 

of abstracting*). 


These devices have to do with the consciousness of abstracting. They 
Deane us ue 2. nee order of UE oen (Ex. given Boke ae a gies 
acta ites & motion=picture film, and she cortex (in connection een 
words) like the little static images seen when one stops the film. Fur- 
ther ex, given of ascribing blucness to object = cover of pamphlet hang~ 
ing on wall- when the evaluation is a process; this implies relations. 
Mathematics expresses what is there (ieee +) and what is here (pointing) 
by equationse The tensor calculus gives us the equation of a relation 
tnat is absolutel, - and wo mean just that; the tensor calculus is often 
called the absolute calculus - workable, The formala g£0cs L/B Bde 


(Culmination: ) We can now introduce real mathematics into per sonality 
study, not just numerical data like the I. @ We begin too to understand 
something abcut brain waves, But it is too late now to go into that. 

what all this meanss that we have to bring up our oricntation to the level 
of the world we now live in. 


e @ e * e Li e a 


"The trouble with persons fanatical 
Is a failure to be mothematicals" - 


ae of foregoing continuity for ready reference: (per coinpe) 
ist 
GQ, Delayed reaction gives us humen values; this involves the 
som ( cvaluation of symbol reaction to words, cfe Ppe 12; 
(2e Through the canalizing of the immaturo cortex, we pet in~ 
pigrshabeys pl Ga tc) 9 © ROA 
iB G. Ss uses methods (extensional) to stimulatc the cortex 
directly, ppe 4=5; 
quence 
(4, NON-a PREMISES FOR ORIENT..TION INCLUDE: 
NON-IDENTITY, NON-»LLNESS,AND THE SELF REFLEXIVEN#$s OF 
LaNGUiGE, ppe 6~7=85 


6 apply the extension devices, pp. 8; 
pune Sak vichatsikopalusyurom aizorploysuuauaaloncnlopal, joes (18 
(7. Extcnsion acts uniquely, individually, by observation, pp. 8; 
(8. Workable devices meen Using indexes, dates, che, in one's 
seqe ( head continually, sefcety devices are quotes and hyphens, 
pp» 16-14-15-16. 
(9. Devicos miko us conscious of abstrecting and of the natural 
ordcr of cvaluation, 


ond lecture, 6/4 iil, GENERAL  SH#MANTICS 


(Approach: ) I need to remind you of the relation between the map and 
the territory; also that predictability is the proper test for evalu- 
ations ost of what I am telling you is based on the revolution in 
science that has been going on the last 50 to 80 years, In the old 
ways, we had positive and negative. ..e interpreted positive as some- 
thing desirable, negative undesirable, fodey this is reversed, The 
only scientific results are negative, i»é. hypothetical. The negative 
becomes fundamental; the old cannot exist, .@ are sharpening our orien= 
tations, getting closer to facts. The premises of G. S, are negative; 
we learn about the world when we know it is not so. (Story of Mark 
Twain end mind and matter. "hat is matter = never mind, wnat is 
mind? = it doesn't matter!"), 


(Discussion:) We pass now to a simplified thcory of matter, The atom 
is the core of the clectron. Electronic structures cannot oc seen; they 
are inferred (sub-microscopic level). (Use of blades again which when 
rotated produce object called disk to emphasize how the nervous system 
creates what is labelled disk.) Eddington gives an interesting example 
of the process we call metter. It is of a cathedral being like a swarm 
of fast-moving fire-flics, There are really no walls but you can't get 
out because cloctrons are there. 


Anowing may be timing. when you have « knowing about knowing, this is 
a higher order of abstraction; this is the human level, In laboratories 
we produce daily clemonts not made by nature; man adds cortical work to 
the work of nature. . » . Ford has no humanity in him despite his senti- 
mentality . . . (Story hore of pigeons to show structure of modem sci- 
ence, bused on inferential data.) wll lines in scicnee have to converge. 
Geometrical intuition is thalemic, creative, Verity by analyses etc, 

are cortical, Thsre is no why about lst order facts; accent lst order 
facts on their face value. lst order facts cannot be cxplained although 
we may try to understond thome to have to depend on undefined tems, 
Mathematics accepts that. For example, you have a pein, no matter what 
you soy about the pain, because you are speaking on verbal lovel, it is 
not the pains whatever you say about an object,is not the thing. There 
are unspealcable, silcnt levels, (i blew smoko-clouds hore to illustrate) 
There arc objective, yet non-verbal, levcls; also inner fecling levels, 


Colloids are very important. Inorganic colloids produce geometrical 
formse whore is that source of energy thet makes colloids possible? 
Fundamental energics of the world: 1) working of electricity ~ electrical 
cnorgy pulls forecs apart, 2) surface cnergy pulls them togotacr, Think 
avout yoursolves, Wwhetever you do is registered in the nervous system. 
You will bo more careful about what you do. Understand yoursclf as a 
colloidal jazz, i.c. clectro-colloidal dynamic configurations. (cf. S&8, 
Che IX, *p.121* for summary on colloidal behavior). This cxplains how 
shock therapy works, also G 5, sictrasol is colloidal, insulin like-~ 
WISC. Some of the uphcavals arc a pitiful sight, a 1 to 1 correspond- 
cones is colloidal. This gives an infinite=valued or multi-valued oricn- 
tation as scicnee has. The old 4£ oricntation is 2-way, just citheor-or., 
ft won't worl: in our present world, Wothing in the world is 100% «=.« 
unicss a 100% sncrican! This meens statistical averages = a different 
oricntsation from allness =~ they give maxumim probability. 


4dult infontilisn is a step toward domontia praccox. (Ex, here of stu- 
dent who wroto wanting to help a friend who first began to act strange by 


=> ie = 


5rd lecture, cont tnd an 
sitting on floor and tearing up bits of paper, then became promiscuous, 
and next went to a woman living across the street and said "Do not worry 
any morc, irs. Jones, I will never slecp with your husband again." The 
facts wore she had nover done S06 &K advised his student thet she sould 
not help her friend; the colloids were too far dispersed. (Now friend 

is locked up for good.) «CG ore paying more attention to the effect of 
the weather on medicol cases. I advise you to read Peterson on this, 
(Bx. hers of the differences in Lincoln and Douglas, onc lean, thin, tall 
and the other stout and short and their reactions to Torenor.) 


Get into your heads that woe live in « process-world, Levels become 
importante The world of objects is macroscopic, what we scc by the 
naked cye; the microscopic level is what wo can see through instruments; 
the sub=-microscopic is inferred. We call this last levol in the natural 
order of cvaluation a series of cvents. Complications in higher orders 
of abstracting proceed by gcometric ratio. This is what wo get in life. 
when you have a mechanism that acts for an indefinitc number of possibil- 
ities thon you have something that works cven when details arc not known. 
When we view overything as a lst order fact, we get surprises. 


Humans have electrical rez:etions to life. They sore Wollce tric a! reactions 
of lifc, The psychogalvanomoteor shows this, also their frustrations. 

It shows 1) words have clectrical effects, asthe verbal report is never 
true to the orgenismal response. Language has clectro-colloidal effects 
so lariguage becomes a branch of naturnl scicnce. words Ikill and words 
eurc. (Story here on you are talking to the almighty.) 


Language is once of the mcans of re-oricntation, Results of brain-wave 
study show thet even though mon have benefitted by psychoeanalysis, the 
length of the brain-wave doesnot chengce Many people ‘think! there is 
something mystcrious about dimensions. Get thet out of your heods. 
Dimension merely means the number of factors you have to know before 
you ccn know something, The 4th dimensionsl world is static. (cf, 5&5, 
Che XAKVITI. *p. 671-72). 


The natural ordcr of cvaluation is based on asymmetrical relations. 
(Bricf domonstration here with tho Structural Differential, cf. SéS, 

Pe 595,598, 414, 427 for diagrams and doteailed toxt). Mh) So ID, sls el 
diagram of 2 process. It shows the cvent is more important than the 
objoct, the object is more important than the label or description, the 
description is more important than a lower order inference, a lower order 
infcronce is more importent than a higher order infcrence, CtO., Ccuce 

We are specking end living by going up and down all tho time mixing thesc 
levels. If you miss the lovel of your abstracting in a scrious problem, 
you cannot solve it, 


Use your hands; this is very important in practice, You are working to 
order your recctions; this gives you delayed reactions. Woieare: gic) mull 
kinds of messos and fictions you heave to clear up. Take the fiction 
hate-father, hate-mother. Vory woll allocate the hate, then date rnd 
you ecliminntc. Politics make use of generalizing language; as such is 
fictione Nouro-linguistics ar. facts, not fiction. The S. D, shows 
the premises of G. S$. and the devices. These supplement cach other, “he 
S. D, translates the premises and “he dovicecs. 


fll existing art has thalomic appoel which, if high art, works better 
then science sometimes, Poctry and litereture in general involve tho'!- 
amic factors. MMe Sin DW ae gm Waele ayetealen Realize tho differuzce 


érd lecture, cont'n'd 12 


betwoen signal reactions and symbol-cvaluation. fhe bottom of our dif 
ficulties is that signal reactions are not fully humen. We ore decling 
with multiordinal mechanisms ~ these arc natural to language, When we 
stop abstracting, we copy animals, «abstracting is the dynamic cheracter- 
istic of humanity, Mveiot Bh6N I give in my book quite a list of muiti- 
ordinal terms such as yes-no; true-false; fact-rcality; loveehate; otc. 
"ney have ne content outside of a specific context, The multiordinality 
of fact and reality acts as a key for psychiatry. 


Take somo examples: You may have doubt; this is lst order, If you doubt 
the doubt, you have 2nd order = scientific criticism. Knowing about 
knowing is 2nd order. Passing to the 2nd order introduces beneficial 
effects instead of the hermful 1st order ones. sex of the Ist order is 
quite different from sex of the 2nd order. eG Oc Gere US Cayenpmeines 
end order s¢x cnjoymont of the enjoyment. if you have the 2nd order, 

can you bo promiscuous? FPromiscuity splits women. It is interusting 
thet women remember the worst of their lovers, mon the best of them. 


Facts always have thalamic components, Study the section in my book on 
abstracting and the one on multiordinality. im undcrstanding, of multi- 
ordinality provides help for women during change of life. tw O. tcrms 
are at the core of human destructivo action, also desperate action. 
Consciousness of the mechanism doves tho work. The mechanism must be 
formuletcd ina thalamic way. I repeat performance of or for scx is not 


© Cure Consciousness of aN mechanism is oa cure. 


(Culmination:) I shall close by giving you on extensional theory of 
happiness. L dineram @vcirele wquaue Torse,vacn a big esechon a very 
small circle with a smail c, and then a middle-sizo with an ft, This 
stands for fact. Regardless of the fact, most people have expectation 
with a big E, I advise you in life to oxpect nothing with oa big E, 
Expect with a small c. Expect nothing in life without beating; also do 
not expect anything after beating. if the facts turn out better than 
you expect, you will bec happy. If they do not turn out, you will not be 
unhappy e By extcnsion we deal with living bcings, not with definitions 
and intonsion. « theory of happiness is not new; wnat is new is training 
for minimum expectation, The results care different from when you start 
with oa big B: without beating or with beecting, you can face facts and 
adjust yourscif to them. 
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/D lagram s/ 


Rough Sketch of the Colloids 
Working of Nervous 
system ae Par ‘a 
or 7 Corker a 
\ tf 
“ ie 


i naure F} ‘ 


ve ut ) ae. a eS 
‘ Surface 
i (=e) 
tLe Das’ lee x Cugrae 
+ 


es CLG Os 


Canalization ore 
(Qa (GI 
p A! ® © alee 
ae als 
© © 
— x! Or TO \ A 
Coagolation ~ 
Territory Premises eee ens 
Mf. Chie. Nea 1) Map is not Territory * 
Map, 8. F. Chic. W. Y. 2) Map is not all the T.# 
Map, Chic. S.F, ON, Y. 3) Map is self-reflexive 


*; non-identity; 7::non~-allness 
Theory of Happiness 
//: copied from those put on 
( blackboard during 2nd and 
6) 3rd lectures. 
B 


Key Terms: (listed by comp.) 


ORIENTATION: non-A, infinite valued, 1 to 1 correspondence 
EVALUATION: tests ~ predictability and experimentation 

ORDER: (a bridging term for human affairs, sense of betweenness) 
PROCESS: function, relationship, the kind of world we live in 
STRUCTURE: (a manifold of interrelations) 

ELSCTRO-COLLOIDAL DYNAMIC UONFIGURATION: a living process 
ELEMENTALISTIC TERMS: words that split processes and relations 

NON-EBLEMENTALISTIC TERMS: woras that do not split 

INTENSION: an el term, definition by propertics = similarities 
EXTENSION: a non-el term, description by observation ~ differences 

EXTENSION DEVICES: indexes, dates, etce, quotes, hyphens 

NATURAL ORDER OF EVALUATION: process, object, label or description, 
inference of lower order, inference of higher order, etc. 


Scries Summary, cont'n'd Wee 
List of study-refcrences in Science and sanity, insorted in mse: 


SBSTRaCTING, process of, Ch. XXIV-VII, p. 371-457 

LMOMB.., behavior of, Ch. AXII, p 345f 

COLLOIDS, summary of, Che IX, p, 121 

CONDITIONaLITY, Ch, XXI-III, p. 326=65 

EPISODE WITH CH.IR, pe 424 

EXTERIMENYS WITH STARFISH & WORMS, p. 347 and 123ff 

FOURTH DIwENSIONsL WORLD, Ch, XXXVIII, p. 671~72 

GROUPS, THORY OF, INV..RINCH & TRNSFOR:TION, CH XIX, Section C, 
pe 280-87 

INFINITY, Ch, XIV, p. 204 

MULTIORDINALITY, Ch, KXVII, scction B, pe. 433-42 

Niw QUANTUM MBECHsANICS, Ch, XLI, Section H, F, G, p. 714-28 

STRUCTURAL DIFFERENTILL DIzGRuwiS, p. 393, 398, 414, 427 


e . e e e 9 e e 
Point (per comp.) 


The style of punctuetion used in this ms. warrants oxplaining, ‘AK 
lccturcs cxtensionally, i.e ce hc shows, He acts a great deal and delib- 
cratcly. It is impossible to record these facts of communication on the 
printed page. The nearest hint that could be cmployed was punctuation 
for timing, c. ge ; for longer than , and shorter than . and - for more 
undcfined pausing. 


If students will road these notes with this in mind, it may help 
them recall many characteristics of the living communication or lst order 
omitted by ise Some will then perhaps re=vitalizo for themsclves some= 
thing akin to the weight yot playfulness of the original proscntation. 

Probably half of the actuel prescntation-tine was uscd in the giving 
ou exaollog., These have bem indiccted rather than describod for 2 rcouw 
sons: 1) Exemples presented extensionally are the most difficult thing to 
record in-.wordss they nocd pictures; 2) it svucmed wise to emphasize for 
students something of the content and connections of G+ S. training, i.e. 
structure and function as far as possible. 


* © © © 8 e ¢« » 
HOR 2, Co Bag SwGn & 
Blah~Blahgog and Blah-Blahgy, set out to rah and rattle 
For BlahwBlaohggg said Bleh-Bleh3,,, had spoilt his verbal prattle; 
Just then appeared a cosmic corn as massive as a barrel 


That silonced both the Blah-Blahs so they quite forgot to quarrel. 
(with apologics to Lewis Carroll -vf) 


Synopsis of 6/3 om. talk GENERAL SiMNTICS 
Donald McLean, Chairman AND PSYCHOTHERAPY 


(Approach:) In G. S, we are more interosted in provention than cure. 
In treining with G. S, from our childhood ve find that psychic trauma 
becomes impossible. One of our crucial problems is canalization «. « e 
our troubles arc thalamic . .. the pictures stey put that wo loarn in 
childhoode I deal only with students; you decal as psychiatrists with 
paticnts. It does not mattcr what mechanism you give your patients; it 
will work if you give them a mcchanism to work out, 


(Discussion: ) we are passing from old credos » « « Promiscuity, we know, 
is not good for men; it is definitely harmful for women. Talk in ° terms 
of ovaluation; lack of cvaluation is covaluation of a low order, Bvalu- 


‘ation can be negative or positive. You have to understand that you are 
dealing with multiordinal mechenisms. 


im Gro Bq alse Sere problom has oxtremc simplicity of approach. We 
grant 90% of Freud but his technique is uscless, The methods of Freud 
are fact-finding, e.g. 90% of human beings show masturbation. What is 
your main difficulty? Masturbation, we lmow, is infantile; it is anti- 
biological, 


whet we don't understand about sex is that 90% of the onergy of the 

gonads can and should revitalize the cntire norvous system; 10% vo for 

scx of the lst order ~ reproduction. Idiots and bitches » « « oe 

given here of intercourse between an idiot and a bitch with comment on 

the bitch's biological hopelessness and tho idiot's human shcinclessness.) 
I have lcarned that aye Leto keel tickling is not scx. It takes bio~ 
loecad sex to bo sex infants with tasscls and infants with holes don't 
lkmow this. 


To talk by cxamplo involves the thalamic character of communication, not 
dcfinition. Factors involved orc thalamic factors; you can visualize 
theme Order is also thalomic, kinesthctic. In general psychothe ray, 
have to consider tall. us cxamplo tike some water - the cortex - with 
chalk ~ the thalamus. The chalk represents the affective componcnts; 


the water the verbal ones. Can you mix talk without scdimcnt? 


Our attitude is colloidal, Dementia praccox and infants have over-disp- 
ersed colloids. “ords have clectrical offcets; this makxcs psychotherapy 
crucial. You have to understand you cre worlting with clectro=colloidal~ 
dynemic-configuretions . . » The cortcx has onc function that is not a 
fiction ~ dclayed reaction. This can be brought about automatica ily. 
Pinch your fingorf what you say of a pinch is not what you cxperience; 
this is on a silint, unspenkable level. we have to get very straight 
how the word is not the thing. 


We are up against signal-rcflcx reactions; a symbol reoction has evealu- 
ation. 411 psychoscs and neuroscs involve signel reactions. (Hx. of 
the Lithuanian who never spoke and herdly moved and who on boing shown 
“A aS a Pole suddenly struck hia.) 


fhe consciousness of abstracting applics cndlcssly. 1 worked 6 months 

in a criminel ward of a Federal institution. There was much hate there - 
the mejority werc mutilating end ruthlo ss murdcrcrse Yet human cnergios 
have litits. If you have only hete, nothing works. when you have a 
positive theory (G. 8.) you con use sonentic shock which is colloidal. 


~ 15 ~ 
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This is how even insulin works in some cascs, In passing to a higher 
order of abstracting you then can get a hate of hatcos 


Do not know whet to do with manic-depressiveness « -¢ » The prumises of 
G. S, are more close to facts thanthce old ones, My opinion about 
paranoia is that it's not hcriditary biology but cnvironmental biology. 
You know how paranoics can tellz; do you know the story of the one who 
said: “whet can a psychiatrist do for me? I can always outetalk themj" 
Paranoics are extremely intensional; they associate words with words 
without limit. Have to work to oxtensionalize them. 


The hystorical mechanisms do cxist for projoction « « « point hore, why 
not project uscful stuff? We mistrceac oursclves and others continually 
through false knowledge .. . remembcr humens are very complox; men are 
more than little drops of vinegaré You can uso a mirror with dementia 
praccox; t.cy like it and it is helpful, but never usc a mirror with a 
manic-depressive; he can't stand it. 


Male usc of the extensional devices; male usc of the hands. These things 
work « « « We have a lot of falsc knowledge about homosexuality, a most 
stubborn form of infantilism .« . + rocalize thet homosexuality is not 
masturbation; that anetomy docs not matter; and that performance is not 
She 


cuttering has no one general cause. It acts as a thalamic disturbance 
of some kind resulting from sone pcrinful cxpericnce. Treatment for 
stuttering connects with relaxation; also herc, as clsewherco, we have to 
develop a general freedom of symbols, working toward full conditionality. 
(ef. S&S, Ch, KEL, KXID, KXITI, bp, 326—005, ) 


(Culminotion:) (demonstration given here), hand has to bo oxtremely 
soft; mon to strip to waist; women crn have a light slip on; cverything 
thet affects blood pressure has to be removed. Diomomiica ples smcmert 
the thalamus controls blood pressurce when we got hurt in childhood, 
this remains on level of organismic momory in consciousness, iuandie 
yoursclf; you will be gentle with yoursclf; no massage, no potting; get 
the focling of yoursclf, i. c, verify yourself; sheke yourscli up anc 
down a Tivtie;“do no talking. Mcn havo defense in arms; women have 
defense in stomach, Life is bewildering; wo are put on the defcnsive 
but being on the defensive is no defensc » » « Results are reached when 
rolaxation remains permenont. (*cf, bibliography ro monograph #1, in 
which, p. 46-8, dotails are given for nouro-somantic relaxation*). 


Compe note: The Nourotic Porsonality of our Time, and 
New woys of Psychoeanalysis, both by Dr. 
Karcn Horney, arc worth rcading. 


Synopsis of 6/4 ome talk GENERAL SEMANTICS 
Dr. Lowell C,. Frost, Chairman AND EDUCATION 


(Approach: ) The problem of education is one about which we have fooled 
ourselves since tho beginning of mankind. Schooling means little. From 
the moment « child is born he is boing educated, Neuro=semantic factors 
arc at work, and particularly neuro-linguistic s.r. cs humen environments 
are verbal ones, Educational environments of some kind cannot be avoid- 
ed; likewise the problem of adjustment «at some level, Hib sfan tral e) oe en oui Kel 
then from a life point of view: extension. Hducrtion in terms of vorb- 
olism docs not face facts. Knowledge is mathemati¢ol in character. 

The approach of G. S. shows when we face a situation we find o solution. 
amy child can solve an cquation of the lst order, Galois proved that 
above the Sth order equations could not be solved by algebra, Today we 
have the theory or groups by which we can solve any oguation, (ef. Sas, 
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clectrons do not. (cf, S&S, Ch, XLI, *scctions E, F. G, p. 714-28 for 
details.) Solving problems is o question of human ingenuity, not an 
Jlmighty olibi, To talk with security telkeos facts; talk all you want 
but Imow when you telk whother you have the facts or not] 


(Discussion: ) I stress the G. S. interpretation is flexible yet matter~ 
of-fact. . » Our difficulties arco always the sme, We start with a gen 
erality. Ex. of chair,, am abject and chairs the label, noise or defin- 
ition (and showing how we never sit ona definition!) G. S. overlaps 
education and psychiatry. In any case its results come from extension, 
vio may view all educotion as a generelized psychiatry. If you treat ed~ 
ucation on verbal levels only, you heve trouble. (ex. given oi levels of 
abstracting orders of democracy.)  aA11 talk is bunk without on index and 
a detee In modern scicnce we begin with limitations. We do look for 
generclitics but these come after the single instances . . . Language 
originally had an oxtensionel origins Law, Roman Catholic doctrinc and 
a host of other things reversos with precedents and codes the originel 
operations of language. We cre taught to learn a great deal of verbiage 
ist bofore we leam or experience the actual facts. From such training 
we got endless arguments, xtension discovers and then orders facts for 
us; agreemont becomes possible; we don't mistake noises for things or 
Procosscss 


a em ee te 


I refer you to the chaptcr on infinity in my book. (cf. S&S, Ch. XIV, 
Pe 204.) Clear up verbal messes; don't legislate. 


I take up in my book the operations of extensional analysis or living 
foctse (Ex. of question, "Do you beliove in Geowd?" with a showing of 
how Geoed is a noise out thore = by pointing ~ and a symbol hero inside 
breast = pointing.) 4 child should know the relations of words to facts. 
If you allocato Geo=d as & symbol inside, there is no quarrel; TI have 
nothing to saye ullocatc the symbol; find whero it belongse Dogmatic 
theories then disappoar.e Tho Hindus and the Chinese havo uo fiction 
about God but recipes for wisdom, fineness and ethics. 


Question asked here: When a symbol is allocnted within, does it remain 
thalamic? 


ooh? = 


Education, cont'n'd 18 
Answer by AK: If it is your creed, it involves thalamic factors, God 
has no thalamic factors for many but what I say about God hase 


Another fundamental issue which has been completely neglected is how some 
words, many words have multiordinal meanings, You can read about this 
in my book, (cf, S&S, Ch. KAVI, ¥section Bey Pe 435e42*) there is not time 
now to go into it. Science depends upon terminology, special terms, We 
know in Ge 5. how elementalistic terms split facts; we select then none] 
terms deliberately. They mean the diference between speculations and 
structural assumptions « « ¢ The problem of structural assumptions behind 
terms makes every difference in orientations (Ex. given of structural key 
terms used in Ge S, « order, structure, function, relations, extension, 
evaluation, etc,, etce) Structure in general can be defined in terms of 
relationse Tell child what terms in language are relational. 


The revolution on which most of what I am telling you is based is already 
80 years old; it marks the passing from the objective level to the process 
level. Remember the disk? Now we deal with macroscopic, microscopic, 
and sub=microscopic levels, Sense data are extremely important for sur~= 
vival value. (ex. of "blue" as a projected neurological process and 
showing how such projected mechanisms go on into hysteria, Animals are 
adjusted entirely for survival value on their level, Our human levels 
already have great danger for in all mental illness, you have delusions, 
ieGe a refinement of projected mechanismse 


We may use language as we do today but the salvation of the child depends 
upon knowing what we are doing when we use language, We falsify facts 
‘every time we use the 15 of identity, Realize what lenguage means today = 
the English and Americans have literally made Hitler by words = more dyna#= 
mite than anything else. Psychotherapy brings people back to life just 
by language, 5uch implications for education lead far into the field of 
insanity and adjustment. 


(Culmination:) G» S, aims in education include: + and I can't go into 
detail =I) Blimination of false knowledge systematically; the structure 
of language involves false knowledges; the child should be warned false 
knowledge is being taught him by end through our very teaching methods, 
2) Children are born extensional; we ruin them by education; the dynamic 
character of a processesworld requires an infiniteevalued orientation. 

5) Passing from dynomic to static is difficult, so be taught child early; 
remomber any dimension shows how many factors you have to know before you 
can kmow something; (ex. of Newtonian and noneNewtonian explanations.) 

4) Teaching generally of the olementary data of physics and physiology, 
also of clectricity and the colloids, and finally the emphasizing of the 
coordination of cortical with thalamic reactions and vice versa. 
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PRIMARY SOURCE FOR GENERAL SEMANTICS: 


Korzybski, Alfred: Science 4nd Sanity, Science Fross, 
Lancester, Fae 1933 Pe 798 


ef, also by AK,: Manhood of Humanity, Dutton & Co., 
Wow York City, 1921 


further, titles of addresses, bulletins, pamphlets, etc, 
by AK in the ordcrecatalogue of tho Institute of General 


Semantics, 1234 Hast 56th St., Chicago, le 
BOOKS REFERRED TO BY AK DURING HIS Ly Ae GS 1939 SERIES: 
Lewin, Kurts Topological Psychology, Mc-Graw Hill 
Mumford, Lewis: Mon Must Act, Harcourt Braco 
*Petcrson, Wme 4: The Fatient and tho Yoather, 7 volumes, 


distributed by Edwards Brose, Ann Arbor, Mich, 
Thompson, Se P.: Calculus Made Easy, MacMillan 


WRITINGS MeNTIONED PARTICULARLY BY AK FOR STUDY DURING SERIES: 


The work of Dr. Burridge of Lucknow University, India, on 
cardiac reactions, and a new physio-psychology, and that of 
Dre fie ue Child: Physiological Foundations of Behavior, with 
Dr. ©. Je Keyser: Mathematical Philosophy; 


also by W. Koshler, G. Ye Rainich, Bertrand Russell, and L. 


Wittigstein, whose publications are listed in the bibliography 
of S&S, pe 767=81 
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Attention is cclled to the publications of the fnstitute of General 
Semantics, including 


*Monograph +41, Language and Speech Hygiene by Dr, Wendell Johnson, 


April 1939, Although scoming to treat of a specialized field, 


this contains a succinct, understandable outline of GS orientations, 
techniques and terminology, most uscful for general readers, 


*Linguistic reprints by Ms M. Kondig, Saroh Michie, etc. 
*Psychotherapy reprints by Dr, Douglas Gordon Campbell 
Order-=catalogucs listing the above among some 25 titles to date may be 


had from the Institute of Gonoral Semantics, Chicago, Ill. Addross « 
Me M. Kendig, Educational Director, 1234 East 56th Street, 
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¥*: especially recommended by compiler 
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Addenda 
1) RELATIVE TO THIS TRANSCRIPT: 


A. Due to mimeographecosts, a complete account of AK's LA/39 
lectures was impractical. The present report aims to present 
a verbatim yot partial record only. Seminar students should 
consult their ow notes for omplification if desired, 


B,. Far brovjty, cortain devicos are uscd, vise: 
AK stands for Alfrod Korzybski, 
G S. stands for Goneral Semantics, 
S&S stands for Science and Soenity, 
S» 2. or sere for semantic reactions, ctce, etc. 


C,. Any addition to the script made by the recorder for purposes 
of clarity or reference has been put in parenthesos,. 


D. Underlining for emphasis is also the choice of tho recorder, 


E, This ms» « due to distances and workepressures = was not submitted 
to AK for revision, He gave, however, his general approval that 
such a ms. be prepared and distributed, Nevertheless, the res- 
ponsibility of recording, transcribing and editing its notes rests 

solely with its compiler. 


2) RELATIVE TO THE LOS ANGELES SOCIETY FOR GENERAL SsMANTICS (LASGS): 


A. This is a local group composed to date of: 
lst, members of Akts L. A, 1935 sominars, 
2gnd, members of VF's GS Hollywood Class, spring 1939, 
3rd, members of AKts L. Ay 1939 scrioss 


B. Anyone interested in studying GS and applying its tochniques 
porsonally or professionally is cligible for membership, 


€. Membership fces are $1.00 a year to provide: 


lst, notices of local meetings, 

and, a londing-reference library of GS materials, espocially 
the literature of the Institute of General Somantics, 
Chicago, 

3rd, a fund toward public lectures upon occasion, by scientists 
and coeworkers in fields allied to G.S. 


D. The goals of the socicoty emphasize cducation,.functionally and 
operationally, by application. 


3) RELATIVE TO INFORMATION, EVENTS AND SCHEDULE OF THE LASGS: 


address: Lloyd morain, Socretary (phone: PA 0339) 
1041 So, Gramercy Drive, Los Angeles 


